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Re:PublicCommentreR01-13
DearMs.Gunn:

TheLakeMichiganFederationurgestheIllinois Pollution ControlBoardto adopt
strongrulesto preventdegradationofIllinois’ nvers,lakesandstreams New or
increasedpollution shouldbe prohibitedin anywaterunlessit hasbeenshownthat it will
beharmlessto aquaticlife Also,newormcreasedpollutionshouldnotbeallowed in

any Illinois waterunlessit hasbeenshownthat it is really necessary.Thismeansthatall
reasonablealternativesto allowing thenewpollutionshouldbecarefullyconsidered.

In addition,someillinois watersshouldbeprotectedfrom all newpollution
entirely. Citizensandcitizengroupsshouldbe allowedto petitionto havewaters
designatedasOutstandingResourceWatersandprotectedfrom pollution Theprocess
for submittingpetitionsshouldbeasefficientaspossible,citizensshouldnotbeexpected
to showtheeconomicimpactsofthedesignation.Developersandotherbusinessescan
becountedon to complainif theythinkan OutstandingResourceWaterdesignationwill
costthemmoney.

TheLakeMichiganFederationworksto restorefish andwildlife habitat,conserve
landandwater,andeliminatetoxics in thewatershedofthelargestlakewithin theUnited
States Weachievethis througheducation,research,law, science,economicsand
strategicpartnerships.As aresult,theFederationseekstO ensurethat peoplecanturnto
theLakeMichiganenviromnentfor cleandrinkingwater,healthyfood,healthyrecreation
andnaturalbeauty. -

BecauseoftheLake’svital importanceto theregion,and tO thecitizensof
Illinois in particular,theFederationbelievesit is imperativethat this significantnatural
resourceshouldbeprotectedby thestrongestpossibleanti-degradationrules. Therefore,
wewouldurgethat newpermitsissuedfor theGreatLakeswatershedshouldbe required
to attainthehighestapplicableregulatoryandstatutoryrequirementssoasto not
contributeto theloweringofthewaterquality within theGreatLake’swatershed.
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Thankyou for theopportunityto comment. If you haveanyquestionsregarding
thesecommentspleasedonothesitateto contactmeat 312-939-0838.

Sincerely,

Laurel O’Suffivan
CounselandToxicsCoordinator


